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DON’T BE AN 
ANPIRIIL FOOL 


On the first of April 1984 the cost of landing an OSBORNE EXECUTIVE in Australia will increase. 


To give you ONE LAST CHANCE to own the BEST VALUE system in Australia, we give you FOUR 
SPECIAL COUPONS to help YOU become an EXECUTIVE OWNER. 

See your LOCAL DEALER with one or more of the coupons below to take advantage of this once 
in a lifetime offer. DON’T MISS OUT AGAIN. This offer ends 12 midnight, March 31 1984. 


The OSBORNE EXECUTIVE and 
BROTHER HR-1 DAISY WHEEL printer 
R.R.P. $4,540 


3, DOO 


Save $1,040 
SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER BEFORE APRIL 1 


The OSBORNE EXECUTIVE and 
AMUST DTS80 Dot matrix printer & cables 
R.R.P. $3,205 


3 080 


SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER BEFORE APRIL 1 


The OSBORNE EXECUTIVE and 
MULTILEDGER Integrated accounts 
package R.R.P. $3,950 


2,900 


Save $ 1,050 


SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER BEFORE APRIL 1 





REMEMBER THIS OFFER ENDS 12 MIDNIGHT MARCH 31 — DON’T MISS OUT AGAIN. 


SCC COMPUTING 


OFFERS MEMBERS OF THE 


AUSBORNE USER GROUP 





To TRADEUP o a New EXECUTIVE 


ON APRIL 1 OSBORNE PRICES WILL RISE 


TAKE THIS gee tas TO TRADE-IN 


YOUR 
MUCH LOVED OSBORNE 1 
ON A BRAND NEW 


EXECUTIVE 


RING 
( 02 ) 290 3344 
FOR AN APPOINTMENT FOR A CHANGE OVER PRICE 
WE WILL BE GLAD TO HELP YOU 
MOVE UP 


TO YOUR NEW 


EXECUT | VE 
S.C.C COMPUTING - THE BIGGEST supporTER oF THE AUSBORNE USER GROUP 
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EXECUTIVE COLUMN 


This issue has corrections to 
you user manual as well as many 
helpful hints on name / time 
stamping, “W, and MBASIC. 
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SPECIAL OFFERS 





AUSSHOP 


ADMATE OP-80 
Oot Matrix Printer. 


TECO TM-1255/6 
Green/Amber Monitor. 


TOP POCKET SUPERCALC MANUAL 


OSBORNE DEALERS SPECIALS 


OFFER 1 
EXECUTIVE & BROTHER HR-1 


OFFER 2 
EXECUTIVE & MULTILEDGER 


OFFER 3 
EXECUTIVE & AMUST PRINTER 


OFFER 4 
CASH BACK OFFER TO MEMBERS 
Ask about the special trade-in's 
on your OSBORNE 1. 





NEXT MONTH 





Pt. 2 of "VDU's - Are they safe” 
Including references. 


WordStar Helpers could not be 
fitted into this issue so it's 
next month along with more on 
dBASE II (2.4) and other data 
base software like Cardbox and 
Superfile. 

If you are running any of these 


dis/like it and why. 

There will me more of the usual, 
Openfile, Executive Column, 
Programmers Corner and a special 
feature on PC-84 for those who 
don't get to make it along. If 
you did make it and would also 
like to drop us a line then 
please feel free to do so. 

If you have a beef, a gripe or a 
winge about something in the 
industry, 
then write too - there are 
others out there who may have 
solved your problem long ago and 
think that there's no one out 
there who has it as well. 


NEW COLUMN 
Programmers Corner 
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PUBLICATION DETAILS 





The AUSBORNE User Group News- 
letter is published monthly 
where ever possible by the, 


All material is copyright to the 
authors where listed. All other 
material is copyright to the 
editor. Material may be used 
provided credit is given to both 
the author and the AUSBORNE User 
Group Newsletter, The material 
is not used in any publication 
to be sold for profit. 


Written permittion may be obtai- 
ned by contacting the editor, 
who will forward all requests on 
to the relevant source. 


Advertisers are advised that 
they are responsible for all 
material submitted for publicat- 
ion. Where ever possible all 
offers will be checked to assure 
material is available and as 
stated. All advertising specials 
will end on the date stated and 
late orders will not be accept- 


ed. 

Advertising rates may be obtain- 
ed by contacting the editor, 
Special discounts are available 
for multi-issue advertising. 


Dealer/wholesaler enquires are 
welcome and should be directed 
to the AUSSHOP co-ordinator. 


Material from members and inter- 
ested parties is welcome. 
Please, no matter how long or 
short, how rough or polished, 
send it in. Issue 9 (Jan/Feb) 
has a list of possible material 
for publication over the next 12 
months. Please feel welcome to 
write on this or other material 
you feel may be of interest to 
our readers. 
Production for this issue was 
made possible by WordStar, The 
WORD Plus, Brother HR-15, 
Osborne 1 and Executive. 
Typeset material was from 
HARTWORK 
36 Parramatta Road 

GLEBE (02) 660 2400 

while printing was by 

LITHOMASTER Pty Ltd 

104 Sussex Street 
SYONEY (02) 29 2564 
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ALSO USER GAOL 
0. BOK C530 
Cee st 
YOY 2000 
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ADMATE DP-80 
- R.R.P. $ 480.00" 


—— = OUR PRICE $ 400.20 


SEE PAGE 19 FOR FULL DETAILS 
























































Functional specifications Mechanical specifications 
[Printing method —_| Serial impact dot matrix. _ Ribbon Cartridge ribbon (exclusive use), blac! 
| Printing format Alpha-numeric—7 8 in 8X9 dot matrix field. MTBF |S million lines (excluding print head life) 
| Semi-graphic(character graphic) — 7X8 dot matrix. ‘Print head life [Approximately 30 million characters (replaceable). 
Bit image graphic — Vertical 8 dots parallel, Dimensions ‘377mm (14.8°-W x 295mm (11.6°)-D x 125mm 
_ horizontal 640 dots seria/iine. (4.9°/H incl. sprocket cover. 
(Character size | 2.1mm(0.083)-W X2.4mm(0.09) -H/7 X8 dot matrix. Weight — [Approximate 5.3kg.(11 Ibs) _ | 
[Characterset | 228 ASCII characters; Normal and italic alpha- ‘Power requirement | 100VAmax. - | 
|__| numeric fonts, symbols and semi-graphics. _| ‘Temperature Operating — 5 to 40 degree C (47 to 104 degree F). 
[Printing speed | 80 CPS, 640 dots/line per second. _ - Storage — minus 30 to 70 degree C (—22 to 158 
Line feed time ‘Approximately 200 msec at 4.23mm(V/6) line feed. | 7 _ |degeeh. _ 
Printing direction Normal—Bidirectional, logic seeking. Humidity Operating — 5 to 90 percent RH; no condensation. “| 
| ‘Superscript and bit image graphics — Unidirectional, a Storage — 0 to 95 percent RH, no condensation. _ 
[Left to right. Shock | Operating — 1G(less than 1 msec.) 
{Dot graphics density | Normal — 640 dots/190.5mm(7.5)) line horizontal. Vibration Operating — 0.25 G, 55 Hz. max. 
Compressed characters — 1,280 dots/190mm (7.5°) | Storage — 0.5 G, 55 Hz. max. 
Z | Tine horizontal. Meee Ee Insulation resistance | 10 Meg ohm between AC power line and chassis. 
Line spacing ‘Normal — 423mm (1/6) Dielectric strength | Between AC power line and chassis, AC 1KV(RMS) 
Programable in increments of 0.35mm (1/72') and S0Hz. or 60Hz. during one minute and no abnormal 
| 0.118 mem (1/216') _ = | L condition shall be observed. 
Columns/line Normal size — 80 columns 
Double width — 40 columns yy ,, 
Comgrassed print — 142 columns Interface specifications 
Compressed/double width — 71 columns interface Standard Centronics parallel. 
2iCd | The aboves can be mixed in a line. | ___| Optional RS-232C, 20MA Current Loop, IEEE-488 
[Paperfeed Adjustable sprocket feed and friction feed. _ Data transfer rate 4,000 CPS max. 
Paper type Fanfold. Single sheet. ‘Synchronization | By external supplied STROBE pulses. - | 
Thickness — 0.05mm (0.002’) to 0.25mm (0.01'). Handshaking | By ACKNLG or BUSY signals. 
| | Paper width — 101.6mm (4°) to 254mm (10°) tt Logic level Input date and all interface control signals are 
Copies and thickness | Original plus 3 coipies by normal thicikness paper. TTL level. 








The specifications subject to change without notice. 
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WWope that this one is close on 
time, but if it's not, it was 
probably well worth while wait- 
ing for it. Actualy we have a 
very understanding membership. 


The Committee has not been able 
to meet every deadline, but it 
is obviously appreciated that it 
is administered by voluntary 
labour (I know that 4 to 5 hours 
a week of my time goes into the 
group). Milton M°Glynn-worthing- 
ton (the Editor) should be 
commended for the quality, and 
for that matter, the quantity in 
the newsletter. 


The others on the Committee also 
do their share, but I shall 
cover them in another article. 


To answer some popular requests: 


Yes, the book on the General 
Ledger is difficult to get, 
if not impossible, We are 
trying to get one for the hard 
copy library to lend to Members. 
My personal copy has been out 
on loan since about November 
last year. 


To order from the software, or 
the hardcopy, library write to 


our P.O. box, enclosing the 
correct monies ( moneys 7), 
clearly specifying what it is 


you are after. ( for software, 
specify the disk (disc?) and 
$6.00 for each disk. This in- 
cludes the disk, so do not send 
a disk in.) 


Our monthly meetings are on the 
third Wednesday of each month 
EXCEPT MARCH, AND IT'S ON THE 
SECOND WEDNESDAY BEING THE 14TH 
OF MARCH, commencing at 6.30 pm, 
at the North Sydney Council 
Chambers, 200 Millar St North 
Sydney. Bring your Osborne, and 
your problems. 


OTHER GROUPS 


I haven't heard much from the 
Melbourne group, so I don't know 
if they have had a second meet- 
ing or not... ALISON WEST please 
let us know if you're alive and 
well. Their contact address is 
P.0. Box 241, ARMADALE .VIC.3143. 


For the Banana benders, we have 
a little touch of class. Your 
contact is Dr Glen McBride at 
the University of Queensland (I 
don't have a Brisbane phone 
book, so those interested in the 
Brisbane Group please look it 


up). I've met and talked with 
Glen, a most amicable gentleman. 
Andrew Osborne is also from 
Queensland, and also is interes- 
ted in the group forming up 
there. 


NEWS OF OSBORNE SURVIVAL 


I actualy had a phone call from 
our American benefactors (7), 
and full of optimism. They claim 
to be out of the Chapter 11 
business by mid April, and there 
are to be some new Osbornes. 
Can't realy say to much, because 
the rest is purely speculation. 
If optimism is a grain of sand, 
0.C.C. has a 7 mile beach $ 


MEMBERSHIP CARDS 


Most of you should now have your 
membership cards, apart from the 
foul ups ( not many realy). If 
you haven't recieved your card, 
please notify the Committee. 


O.K. 
for? 


so what can you use them 


WILBROPRINT and Computer supp- 
lies is the first organisation 
to offer special deals to those 
Members producing their cards at 
the Chippendale showroom. Sorry 
I cannot give the % discount at 
the moment, but I don't know 
what it is. I'm getting a phone 
call on Monday, but as Milton 
needs this now, it cannot wait 
until Monday. 


That's about the end of my prat- 
tle. All the best to you all: 


One final word though. 
WE WILL BE AT PC84. 


Hope to see you all there. If 
you would like to spend some 
time minding the store please 
contact Milton or Paul Before 
11am or after Spm on (02) 560 
5681 and let them know your 
membership number, name, phone 
number and the times you would 
be able to help out on the 
stand. 


This should be a very exciting 
time for AUSBORNE and you. 


IAN NAPIER (President) 
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saessssssssssssesse2225525525555 
EDITORIAL 
sasscssssess52555555222525=25=55 
Welcome to our new format. We 
are sorry though that our type- 
setter is still haveing some 
problems getting his system to 
read WordStar files so, once 
again the HR-1S comes to the 
rescue. 
We're late again, all for the 
want of a backup disk. 


Two days prior to the copy going 
to the printer, the disk with 
the newsletter on it went cor- 
rupt putting an end to my early 
nights. This gave me my first 
experience with one of the lib- 
rary programs I have had for 
some time but had not used, 
Called XMAN.COM, (Renamed EXAM- 
INE.COM) this utility allows the 
user to examine a disk, track by 
track - sector by sector. To 
move tracks or sectors to other 
un-used areas of the disk and to 
change any information on the 
sectors thus allowing one to 
correct any corruption that has 
occured. 


In my case, as luck would have 
it, the corruption occured in 
the Directory track (3) and most 
of the sectors. (1-40) 


I did manage to retreive enough 
of the disk to use OPENFILE and 
VOU files but lost the other 
(combined) 40 files that went to 
make up the EXECUTIVE COLUMN, 
BOOK REVIEW, and PROHGRAMMERS 
CORNER. So, once again I've had 
to reconstruct the newsletter 
from scratch. (well almost) 


So here we are, late as usual 
but still here. If all goes well 
we will be typeset next issue, 


but as we all know, Murphy was 
an optomist. 
IMPORTANT NOTE 


Get yourself a coupon 
one of the many computer 
mags and save yourseld $ 1.00 on 
$ 4,00 entry fee. 
you wish to help on the stand 
ease contact Paul or Milton on 
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INTRODUCTION TO DBASE || 


IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN DBASE I] 
BUT WONDER WHAT IT CAN DO FOR YOU 
THEN THIS 
1S THE COURSE FOR YOU. 


IN A MEER 2.5 HOURS YOU COULD BE USING THIS POWERFUL PACKAGE 
OUR AIM 1S TO GET YOU, A NON USER, TO A STAGE WHERE YOU CAN OPERATE 
DBASE || IN THE CREATION OF DATA BASES, SCREEN FORMATTING, DATA INPUT 
AND REPORT GENERATION FOR AN APPLICATION YOU CAN RELATE TO. 
CLASSES ARE LIMITED TO 20 AND ARE TAKEN BY TWO EXPERIENCED INSTRUCTORS 


RING FOR INFORMATION OF TIMES AND RATE 


Delta Computer Systems 
Pty. Ltd. 
Phone 705 6636 





dBASE II 2.4 - NEW FEATURES - 


HELP - Full on screen help for dBASE II users (very effective) 

REINOEX - Saves indexing files over & over again 

TEXT - Allows the input of text in bulk blocks (saves codeing) 

RANK - Returns ASCII value of first character 

APPEND, INSERT, EDIT & CREATE - can now use a format file for screen 
- control 

BROWSE - can now give a list of fields to work A eer icoteees 
- with 

DISPLAY STATUS - Now shows dbases/indexes & SET YOUR COPY OF DBASE. 
- settings 

0 & REPLACE - Car be directed not t rform 

= S dik ontase ies THIS OFFER |S LIMITED 

RELEASE - Can now release subsets of memory SO HURRY AND GET YOUR 
- variables 2OUPON 

RESTORE - Can now restore additivley to existing IN VERY SOON. 
- memory variables 

SAVE - Can now save subsets of memory 
- variables 

SET RAW ON - Now eliminates extra spaces in DISPLAY 
- and ? commands 

UPDATE - REPLACE clause can now have WITH 
- phrase 

MODIFY COMMAND - Now it can't be crashed and always 


saves command structures to disk 
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V.D.U.'s 


How safe are they? 
by John Nicholls. 





Although a lot has been publish- 
ed on the subject of VDUs and 
their safety, many of the pop- 
ular articles have been sensat- 
ional and ill-informed, while 
the scientific papers have been 
hard for the layman to under- 
stand and have generally not 
received wide circulation. 


This report has two aims - to 
review the authoritative artic- 
les that have been uritten on 
this subject and express their 
conclusions in simple terms, and 
to try to determine the most 
important factors for a company 
to consider in safequarding the 
health of its staff using visual 
display units. 


Concern has been 
expressed about 
many matters 
associated with 
VDUs. For con- 
venience, these 
may be divided 
into three areas 
each of which 
will be discussed in this art- 
icles 


* Radiation hazards 

* Working environment, including 
the ergonomics of vision, 
posture, job structure, etc. 

* Psychological aspects 


Radiation hazards 


There are two types of radiat- 
ions: ionising and non-ionising. 
Ionising radiation includes gam- 
ma and X-rays; non-ionising rad- 
iation includes ultra-violet, 
visible and infrared light and 
microwaves and radio waves. 


For most people, ionising rad- 
dation in the form of X-rays 
would be the greatest concern. 
The Committee of inquiry into 
Technological change in Austra- 
lia states "The idea that a vdu 
might be a source of radiation 
can be a cause of great anxiety, 
and was one of the most common 
concerns expressed in submiss- 
ions to the Committee? 


As we all know, nuclear radiat- 
ion is invisible and we have no 
indication of its presence with- 


out the use of sensitive equip- 
ment. However, in considering 
levels of radiation, it is imp- 
ortant to bear in mind that we 
are all subject to radiation 
from natural sources. This back- 
ground radiation can be measur- 
ed, and can be used as a basis 
for comparison with radiation 
from man-made sources. 


Exposure to X-rays is measured 
in roentgen (R). Background 
radiation varies from one locat- 
ion to another, and included 
cosmic rays, radioactive miner- 
als in the ground such as uran- 
ium, soils, building materials 
such as bricks and granites, and 
one's own blood and bones. A 


CIS CNET OE SRS 
This report has two aims - to review the authoritative articles that 
have been written on this subject and express their conclusions in 

simple terms, and to try to determine the most important factors for 
a company to consider in safeguarding the health of its staff using 


visual display units, 


typical figure is 0.15 roentgens 
per year, or about 0.015 milli- 
roentgens/hour (mR/h). 


The US National Institute for 
Occupation Safety and Health had 
made tests in 1975 and 1878 on 
levels of radiation in VDUs, but 
doubts had been expressed about 
their validity because of the 
sensitivity of the equipment 
used. Some of the tests were 
carried out in 1979 under the 
auspices of Dr. Herbert Vetter 
of the Radiation protection Com- 
mittee, International Atomic 
Energy Agency. 


In these tests the brightness 
and contrast of the terminals 
were turned full on and the 
measurements made at 1cm distan- 
ce. No increase of radiation 
aboue background was detected. 
Or. Vetter's conclusions are 
worth quoting in full: 


"In conclusion, X-ray emissions 
from VDUs are not detectable by 
the most sensitive instruments 
available and appear, in any 
event , to be so small that the 
resulting annual radiation dose 
to the operator does not, even 


Volume 1 Number 10 March 1984, 
Phosphors 






Viewing 


Cathode ray tube yiae 


“Glass tube 


Electron beam 
under the most pessimistic ass- 
umptions, exceed but a fraction 
of a percent of the annual dose 
due to natural background rad- 
iation. The problem of potent- 
ial health hazards due X-ray 
emission from a VDU does, there- 
fore, not exist and can be dis- 
missed from further discussion." 


A second test made by the Aust- 
Talian Radiation Laboratory and 
some State Departments of 
Health. In a survey of more 
than 50 types of VDUs on the 
Australian market, no single 
case was found of a VDU produc- 
ing detectable levels of X- 
radiation. The Laboratory's 
conclusion was "the VDU does not 
constitute a 
public radiation 
health hazard". 


Cathode ray tub- 
es (CRTs) used 
in visual dis- 
play units and 
monochrome and 
colour televis- 
ion receivers must conform to 
the international standard of 
0.5 mR/h at Som distance. The 
exposure rate increases markedly 
with anode voltage, so that 
colour television receivers, 
which may operate at a typical 
voltage of 23 kV, actually have 
a higher exposure rate than 
VOus, which usually operate at 
around 18 kV (less than 20 000 
volts). 


Should faults develop in the 
circuitry of a VDU which cause 
higher voltages to be produced, 
safety cutouts are employed. 
Should these fail, or should 
higher levels of radiation deve- 
lop in older units using valve- 
type higher voltage circuitry, 
the units would almost certainly 
stop operating. The best advice 
that can therefore be given is 
that if a VDU is not operating 
properly, it should be switched 
off until the fault can be rec- 
tified. And bearing in mind 
that the CRTs used in visual 
display units are in many cases 
identical with those in domestic 
television receivers the same 
advice could be given with re- 
gard to TV - view at a reasonab- 
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TECO TM-1265/6 GReeN/AmMBER MONITORS - R.R.P. $ 294.00 / $ 318.00" 
- OUR PRICE $ 241.50 / $ 264.50 


HHHHNHHHHHHHHH! HHHHHHHHHHHHHHH 
Eistaaaiatitt 

HHHHHHHH HHH 

KEHHHHHHAHHE 

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH 


ilhillshilehilsleillen itil 
HHHHAHHBEHHBHHHHHHEEHH 


shlsleleieielsisaleleleielsisieleleleleeietete a 
HHHHBHHEHHHAHHHBRBE EHH 


HHWHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHWHHHHHHHH HHH 

pisiailteatahl TSeTeisvaeteiserereiserevsieeiereveeerersieteraie 
HEHHERHH HHH HHBHHHHHH HHH HE MHRA 

AHEAHHHE MRE 

SHE HHHHHHHEHHHHHHHHHHHMMMHHHHHHHH MH 

HHHMHHHHHHEHHHHBH BSH HHHBBR EH 





Model No. 


Teco. 1M-1265 


CRT DISPLAY MONITOR 


@ LOW-COST 

@ HIGH RESOLUTION 

@ HIGH PERFORMANCE 

@ 12” MONOCHROME DISPLAY 

@RASTER SCAN FOR EIA COMPOSITE INPUT see pace 19 FOR FULL DETAILS 
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le distance, and switch off if a 
fault occurs. 


The VOT Manual, after reviewing 
standards and operating condit- 
ions for CRTs, in particular the 
comparatively low voltage at 
which they operate, concluded: 


",..an otherwise all solid-state 
terminal operating with an anode 
voltage of less than 20 kV does 
mot produce measurable,i.e,. 
greater than background, levels 
or radiation." 





provided around the face of the 
tube to keep the broken pieces 
together. Design standards to 
enable the screen to withstand 
impact are included in the Aust- 
tralian Standard “Approval and 
Test Specifications for Electro- 
nic Sound and Vision Equipment". 
Except for factory floor type 
environments, where the risks of 
damage or breakage could be 
higher, the likelihood of imp- 
losion is, to quote the Com 
mittee of Inquiry into Technolo- 
gical Change in Australia, "min- 


The problem of potential health hazard due to the emission of non- 
ionising radiations may therefore also be taken as non-existent.” 





The radiation from visual dis- 
play units is negligible compar- 
ed with, for example, cigarette 
smoking. Other sources of sign- 
ificant radiation not always 
suspected may include porcelain 
dentures, the so-called eneray- 
efficient homes which recycle 
heated or cooled air, and liquid 
display wristwatches and pocket- 
carried calculators (granted 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
exemption to contain up to 200 
microcuries of tritium). Not 
many of the old watches with 
luminous dials are - fortunately 
- in use any more. 


All electronic equipment is cap- 
able of producing non-ionising 
radiation. In microwave ovens 
this is by design: in other 
equipment it is a by-product, 
such as that produced by flour- 
escent lighting systems. 


There are no known sources of 
micro-wave radiation in a visual 
display unit or television rec- 
eiver. There is radio frequency 
radiation from the electronic 
circuitry, and infrared and 
ultraviolet radiation from some 
screen phosphors, but this is 
either undetectable or, to quote 
Or. Vetter,"... two to three 
orders of magnitude below those 
which are prescribed as permiss- 
ible and may therefore be con- 
sidered to be without detriment- 
al effects on the health of VOu 
operators. The problem of pot- 
ential health hazard due to the 
emission of non-ionising radiat- 
ions may therefore also be taken 
as non-existent." 


CRTs contain a vacuum, and thus 
carry some slight risk of imp- 
losion. A rim guard is usually 


ute", 
Visual deterioration 


Pacific Computer Weekly once 
quoted an item from the minutes 
of the NSW Booksellers' Assoc- 
iation which might sum up some 
of the fears of VDU operators: 


"Nancy reported that her husband 
had impaired vision from using 
the microfiche and was unable to 
present his paper on the advant- 
ages of installing a microfiche 
facility in a bookshop." 


There is, however, more to the 
matter of VDU use and eyesight 
than such a simple implied rel- 
ationship.It is a medical fact 
that as we get older our eye- 
sight deteriorates. Up to the 
age of 45 or thereabouts this 
change is normally quite slow, 
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visual acuity is not necessarily 
a good idea, because this may 
increase glare and will reduce 
contrast. 


This normal fall-off in perfect 
vision over a person's normal 
working life can usually be 
adequately corrected by the use 
of spectacles. Studies have 
shown that people in their six- 
ties with the best possible 
spectacles can have higher vis- 
ual acuity than people in their 
twenties who either do not wear 
spectacles or do not have the 
"best possible" ones. 


VOUs, eyesight and eyestrain 


Operating a visual display unit 
has not been proved to have any 
detrimental effect on eyesight 
at all, but this statement re- 
quires some expansion, 


Most authorities believe that 
myopia (short-sightedness), one 
of the most common eye defects, 
is not caused by intensive use 
of the eyes, as in frequent and 
prolonged reading, although 
there is some evidence to sugg- 
est that in children close work 
may be one of the factors in the 
development of myopia. There 
is, however, no evidence that 
VDUs will cause such damage to 
the eyes of adults. Eyestrain 
is another matter, though, and 
can have a number of causes. 


Eyestrain may of course be 
caused by defects in the eyes, 
but it may also arise from post- 
ural problems caused by poor 
workplace design or poor working 





CRTs contain a vacuum, and thus carry some slight risk of implosion. 
A rim guard is usually provided around the face of the tube to keep 
the broken pieces together. 





but around this age the ability 
of the eye to change focus, 
known as accommodation, starts 
to deteriorate relatively rapid- 
ly. 


This change is termed presbyopia 
(from the Greek 'presbus', mean- 
ing ‘old man'), At the same 
time it also takes longer to 
shift from on focus to another. 


Old people are also more sensit- 
ive to glare and less sensitive 
to small differences in con 
trast. Increasing illumination 
to compensate for a drop in 


methods, for example. It may 
also be accentuated by the 
stress involved when VDUs are 
first introduced. 


The symptoms associated with 
eye-strain - burning sensations 
in the eyes, tiredness, head- 
aches and so on - go away after 
a period of rest, and there is 
no evidence to suggest that such 
intensive use of the eyes produ- 
ces any permanent damage. how- 
ever, eye-strain obviously det- 
tacts from a person's well being 
and efficiency, and the causes 
should be tracked down and elim 


The 2nd Australian 
Personal 
Computer Show 
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MODEM TO EXECUTIVE RS-232C 
MODEM CONNECTOR WIRING 


FUNCTION MODEM 
WIRE No 

S1GNAL/PROTECTIVE GRouND 1 
Receive DATE 2 
TRANSMIT DATA 3 
+12 Voit SupPLy 

No CONNECTION 5 
REQUEST TO SEND 6 
DaTA CarRRIER DETECT 7 
RING INDICATOR 8 
CLEAR SEND 9 


INTERFACE DETAILS HERE ARE 
Ossorne EXECUTIVE 


RS-232C 
CONNECTOR PIN 


FOR THE 
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inated. 
Causes of eyestrain can include: 


* Too much glare 


* 


Too little contrast 


* Spectacles which do not give 


optimum correction, or no 
spectacles where they are 
needed 


* Keyboard, screen and source 
documents at different distan- 
ces so that the operator has 
to change constantly from one 
focus to another. 


It is necessary to consider the 
distance from the eye to the 
screen (and source document, if 


any). If reading glasses are 
used, or the reading segnent of 
bifocals, they are usually pre- 


scribed to give clear vision at 
a distance of 40 cms. Although 
it is possible for the source 
documents to be at this distan- 
ce, the display screen will 
frequently be further away, say 
50 to 70 cm, which could well be 
too far away to be read with 
reading glasses. 


The solution to the problems of 
accommodation is to redesign the 
working environment so that the 
viewing distances to the display 
screen, the source document and 
the keyboard are the same — 
about 45 to SO cm. This can be 
achieved only by using a doc- 
ument holder and usually by 
having a detachable keyboard. 
Those people who should be wear- 
ing glasses (whether they do at 
present or not) may need to be 
fitted with glasses designed for 
the distance mentioned. 


This brings up the point of 
eyesight testing for employees 
using VDUs. Because the propor- 
tion of the population with 
uncorrected eye defects is be- 
lieved to be high - estimates of 
20% are common - it is in the 
employer's longterm interest to 
arrange such tests with optomet- 
tists or ophthalmologists who 
are familiar with the problems 
associated with VDUs. 


If special glasses are needed 
purely for operating VOUs, it 
seems reasonable that the cost 
of such glasses should be borne 
by the employer. Therefore what 
the employer should do first is 
to try to design the working 
environment in such a way that 


if possible special glasses are 
not needed. 


In designing the working enviro- 
nment the most important factor 
to consider is lighting. Exper- 
iments have shown that bright 
Lighting (1000 Lux) leads to 
more complaints of eyestrain. 
Some people go the opposite 
extreme and reduce illumination 
to such a level that the room 
appears gloomy (less than 200 
Lux). This is usually done in 
an attempt to reduce screen 
reflections, but this method is 
not really satisfactory. 


"Normal' office lighting (300- 
500 Lux) is desirable provided 
reflections are controlled. In 
some environments, reflections 
are so bad as to make it imposs- 
ible to read some of the screen, 
yet many employees and their 
employers put up with the sit- 
uation. Although many types of 
screen filters are sold, the 
best solution is to experiment 
with the positioning of the VDU 
to reduce reflections to a mini- 
mum. Glare also needs to be 
avoided. Consideration should 
be given to the positioning of 
lights and reflections from 
glossy surfaces. 


Colour displays 


The use of colour in visual 
display units offers advantages 
where the colour is used in a 
restrained way to distinguish 
between various items. Colour 
is not so important as contrast, 
and its use can lead to prob- 
lems. About 8% of men suffer 
from colout blindness, and some 
have trouble picking out red. 
The display should therefore not 
be designed so that it relies on 
colour - especially red° - to 
the exclusion of other factors. 
Colour can also produce a colour 
stereo effect, in which differ- 
ent colours appear to be at 
different distances, and this 
can be very distracting. 


Colour is costly and may provide 
difficulties in producing satis- 
factory resolution and bright- 
ness. Used indiscriminately, it 
can confuse rather than aid, so 
it would seem desirable not to 
use it except for specific appl- 
ications where the need to dis- 
tinguish between different items 
rapidly and clearly is essent- 
ial. 


CONTINUED NEXT ISSUE sesseseee 
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STORAGE BOXES 
$ 35.00 





VerBATIM DISKS 
$ 40.00 (10) 


COMPLETE SYSTEMS 
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SEE PAGE 2 FOR OUR SPECIAL OFFERS 
ON THE OSBORNE EXECUTIVE 1 


331-6799 


Complete Solutions Pty. Ltd. 
For all your Computer Solutions 


Albert Hadid 480 Crown Street, 
Marketing Director Suny Hills 2010 
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sasacassssssnsessezassessssssssssssssssessensessssassssssssssssssssss 


SHREEK$! 
By G. EPPS. 





No, this is not the begining of 
a cheap detective thriller. 
Rather, this is to inform the 
owners of the EXECUTIVE that 
there is a way of concatinating 
cp/M commands together on one 
command line. 


Let's say we want to doa dir- 
ectory of all of the *.COM files 
on the As drive before PIPing 
them to the 8: drive and then 
ERAsing them when done. But the 
trick is that the telephone has 
just rung and so you can't hang 
around for all this to happen. 
What do you do? Panic? - No. You 
use SHREEK$$ 


(By the way, its real name is 
"Exclamation Mark" but we com 
puter boffins prefer to use 
single sillible words to des- 
cribe all of the character codes 
on the keyboard. Therefore the 
top row reads- Shreek, At, Hash, 
Dollar, Percent, Cap, And, Star, 


saesesssesssssesss=: 


ssaaasssassss=55552=5555=5= 





Open, Close.) 


So, to solve our problem, we 
type Fig.ta:- 


It will all be done one at a 
time. There is a good chance 
that you could break it with a 
control C - but you have to be 
persistant! 


There is now no need to produce 
small SUBMIT files for simple 
tasks like assembling and Link- 
ing as they may be defined on 
one of your user defined keys. 
Like Fig.1b: 

Could be put on control key 8 or 
something. 


Note also that the CP/M pass- 
word field may be used for com- 
ments as above (Gepps). 


Anything after the ';' char- 
acter is a comment unless it is 
interpreted as a password. 


AcDIR *.COM $ PIP Bs=*.COM[V] ! ERA B:*.COM s;Gepps 


Fig.1a 


M80 WORKFILE ,WORKFILE=WORKFILE $ L80 WORKFILE ,WORKFILE/N/E 


Fig.1b 


seeeesesesceses222202292220292s02202200822200222222225252555=555==5==5 


CONSOLE COMMANDS 
By G. EEPS. 


segessssssssessessesssss52522525525922502555052525552555555555555=5=5 


To quote the EXECUTIVE REFERENCE GUIDE pg. 449 on CONSOLE COMMANDS :- 


"Other video attributes can be 
controlled by issuing the appro- 
This table is pure fiction. 


priate sequence of characters. 
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Decimal Hex 

Keyboard Sequence Sequence 

Sequence (BASIC) (Assembly) 
Action 

Esc j 27106 1B 6A 
Inverse ON 

ESC c 27 62 18 
Key click ON 

ESC é 27 60 18 
Key click OFF 

ESC d 27100 «1B 6&4 
Inverse OFF 

ESC g 27103 18 67 
Graphics ON 

ESC G an 1B 47 
Graphics OFF 
Fig.2a 

Decimal Hex 

Keyboard Sequence Sequence 
Sequence (BASIC) (Assembly) 
Action 

—sc x 'O' 27120 48 1B 78 30 
‘o' for normal 

Esc x 1" 27120 49 1B 78 31 
"1" for dim 

Esc x '2' 27 120 50 18 78 32 
"2" for blink 
Fig.2b 


The Executive Monitor is patter- 
ned after the Televidio 950, and 
so uses many of the same screen 
control characters as listed 
below." 


The list that followed was three 
and a half pages in length and 
was for the most part error 
free. For the most part that is. 


In Fig.2a is listed the control 
codes I have found to be in 
error or not listed. 


You may like to have a play with 
these control codes as they can 
make the EXECUTIVE screen do 
some really amazing things. 


All of the codes for 
background" are wrong. 


"Define 


They should all read the same as 
Fig.2a 


The 
EXECUTIVE REFERENCE GUIDE 
SYSTEM SPECIFICATIONS 
THE CENTRONICS CABLE 








Page 445 gives a table describ- 
ing the pinouts of the IEEE-488 
socket to give a cable with 
Centronics compatability. 

If you have an EXECUTIVE this is 


SE 
gs 


SEGIF 


WHICH PRINTER TALKS TO 
ANY COMPUTER IN THE GALAXY 
AND COSTS AROUND 30% LESS 

THAN IT’S COMPETITORS? 


Who else but STAR? Just see your nearest computer retailer for 
Character for character, the new STAR a demonstration of the Gemini’s many 
GEMINI family is the best value on the features — all included as standard. You'll 
planet. A snappy 120 cps is yours for only be amazed at our paper feed system that 
$449* (10 inch paper) or $795* (15 inch includes friction platen and fully adjust- 





paper). able tractor feed. Or how about the variety 
And the GEMINI speaks all languages, beit of type styles and graphics — printable in 
Apple, IBM, NEC, T.1., Commodore the same line? 


“Please add sales tax where applicable 





it The Printer Range That’s Taking 
The World By Storm 





4 


ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL MEMBERS PRICE 


COMPLETE SOLUTIONS - 480 Crown Street SURRY HILLS.NSW. 
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The correct pin connections to 
provide centronics is as fol- 
lows:- 


Q 1 2 
1 2 3 
2 3 4 
3 4 5 
4 13 6 
5S 14 7 
6 15 8 
7 16 9 


* 


Data Strobe Bar 6 1 
Acknowledge Bar 7 14 
Device Busy 8 11 


Signal grounds 18-24 
Chasis ground 12 19 


If you have bought a ready-made 
cable then this would be of no 
interest to you because it would 
have been made correctly. If, 
however, you want to interface 
hardware to the EXECUTIVE via 
this port (like I have) then 
this is how it is really done. 


22 Bag SBRPERs8 


Saanssssssssssassssssss2ssss2e25 


SQUIGGLY BRACKETS 
By G.EPPS. 


sesssessssssessses 





The OSBORNE keyboard suports 
more keys than are shown on the 


keytops. 


If you've ever wanted to make 
those wonderful little curly 
brackets that PASCAL uses all 
the time but you've never known 
how to get them from the OSBORNE 
keyboard, here is the answer for 
you. 


These codes will very probably 
blow up the typesetting machine 
and so we will just wave our 
arms in the air to descibe them 
rather than print them. 


They are :- 


SHIFT CTRL 9 = (L) BRACKET £ 
SHIFT CTRL O = (R) BRACKET } 
SHIFT CTRL + = (L) QUOTE * 
7 = (R) QUOTE = ' 


That's about all there is to it. 
Grab your OSBORNE and try it! 


EXECUTIVE CONTROL 
By G. EPPS 





The EXECUTIVE has some control 
key functions that the average 
user may not be aware of, The 
most wonderful of all these is 
without doubt control W. 


Imagine this scene...You are 
going to run your favourite 
BASIC game called BRAINVOID and 
instead of typing.. 


A MBASIC BRAINVOID 
You type .. 
ABASIC BRAINVOID 


CP/M is not going to be able to 
find BASIC under this name and 
so will chuck a wobbly, 


It will uncerimoniously point 
out the problem lies in your 
typing and will politly sugest 
that you have another go at it. 


The information rich error mess- 
age will bes- 


BASIC? 
AD 


What can you do but type the 
whole command line in again? 


** THIS LOOKS LIKE A JOB FOR ** 
** CONTROL WS #* 


Hit “WwW. 

Immediatly will appear the 
LAST EXECUTED COMMAND LINE. 
AYBASIC BRAINVOID_ 


The cursor will be at the end of 
the line. 


Do we all know how how to drive 
WORDSTAR? 


To move your cursor to the left 
in the line you hit “A and to 
move to the right is “F. To 
delete the character under the 
cursor is “G. This is the same 
as moving left and right a word 
in WordStar and is therefore 
easy to remember. 


Like WordStar, you will auto- 
matically be in INSERT mode. 
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going to make life a good deal 
easier particularly if you use 
CP/M utilities a lot. This fun- 
ction will work for any program 
that uses the standard BD0S call 
to input a command line so it 
will work in PIP and quite a few 
Public domain programs. 


EXECUTIVE CONTROL CHARCTERS 
‘SUMMARY s 


“WU - Returns last entered com- 
mand line. 

“A - Moves left 

“F - Moves right 

“G - Deletes characters. 


INSERT MODE IS ASSUMED. 


Seesasssssssssssesssassssasssss= 
GETTING AROUND 
By G. EPPS 


Seusssssssesssssseessss2sss2s005 


In SETUP we are given a choice 
of cusor control codes. 


They are CP/M, WORDSTAR or our 
own home brew. 


If you choose CP/M then the back 
space key works and you can 
Produce a line feed nicely. 
There is, however very little 
use for a line feed and the 
other two directions are never 
used at all! 


Worse that this is that this 
cursor selection will bomb out 
*BAD* in WordStar. 


Choosing WordStar keys works as 
it should in WordStar but as a 
river returns to the sea, so too 
must the programmer return to 
CP/M. when you do, WordStar keys 
will not allow the single most 
usefull key ever invented - the 
backspace. 


What is the answer 7 


Certinaly a time consuming sol- 
ution is to boot up on your 
WordStar disc to use it and then 
boot up on yur CP/M disc to use 
it. 


When you are writting machine 
language source code in Word- 
Star and then assembling it 
under CP/M, this very quickly 
becomes rediculus. 


The answer is just too simple 
and elgant to believe, 
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Below is given a table of con- 
trol codes for both CP/M and 
WordStar. Next to these is given 
what I have found to be the 
perfect combination of the two. 


It is basicly the same as Word- 
Star just with the LEFT key 
changed to control H (CP/M back- 
space.). 


WORD 
CPM STAR BEST 
up °K ae 
DOWN “J “xX *X 


(L) *H *S “H 
(R) LD 


It is very easy to get this to 
work using SETUP on your oun 
OSBORNE ( it works on the model 
1 too). 


DOED BONUS! 


Not only will this allow you to 
use both WordStar and all of the 
cP/M programs without a hitch 
but this system gives you a few 
other good things too! 


If you use YAM a lot (or if you 
know no better - MODEM7), you 
will know that to get out of 
TERMINAL mode and to force a 
timeout you type control E. Well 
this key is now just ARROW UP. 


In CP/M to abort an entire line 
you type control X. This is now 
just ARROW OOWN. This rather 
makes sense, too. 








NAME STAMPING 
By G. EPPS 


Do you have a lot of discs? Ever 
wanted just that one particular 
program you wrote on that disc 
uhat-its-name? Ever loose pro- 
grams ? 


Well pretty obviosly what you 
need is the public domain cat- 
aloging program called CAT. 


This much is clear. 


What may not be clear is how you 
produce the name stamp on each 
of your discs using the SAVE 
utility provided by the EXECUT- 
IVE. 


The SAVE utility will not allow 
you to SAVE a file that has a 
length of OK bytes. 


The easiest way to do this is to 
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"Allows the changing of discs 


20 FILES "DIRECTORY OF THE DISC 

30 INPUT "Enter the name of the disc"; DISC$ 

40 DISC$ = "-" + DISC$ "BEGINS THE DISC NAME WITH '-' 

50 OPEN "O",#1,0ISC$ 'CREATES THE FILE NAME ENTRY 

60 CLOSE #1 "BUT DOES NOT PUT ANYTHING IN IT. 
70 FILES "Take a look at how it finished up. 
80 END "GET READY FOR THE NEXT DISC. 
Fig.3 


write a simple program in BASIC 
to do the job. 


Idealy you should see a direct- 
ory of each disc before you 
deside on what you should call 
it. So your program should go a 
bit like Fig 3 above 





MBASIC CONTROL A 
By G. EPPS 


sess 








A good feature of MBASIC is the 
ability to edit a line with the 
command EDIT- such as 


EDIT 100 
Fig.4a 


A very good use of this feature 
is provided when a syntax error 
is discovered during execution 
of a program wherein the BASIC 
interpreter will stop execution 
and will put you into the edit 
mode on the line that the error 
occurs. 


syntax error in line 100 
Ok 

100 _ 

Figedb 


This makes error correction much 
quicker and easier. 


But, of course, we all knew this 
already. 


Perhaps what is not known is 
that BASIC allows you to use 
this editing feature at any time 
and not only to correct syntax 
errors. 


The command is CONTROL A and is 
used like this. 


Say you just wanted to know the 
average of a few numbers and 
asked BASIC to work it out in 
immediate mode like this:- 
PRINT (3+4+5)/3 

4 


Fig.4c 


Now you want to find the average 
of 3,4 and 6. You could type the 
whole line in again or you could 
hit “A. 


When you hit “A, a shreek will 
appear to indicate that you are 
in edit mode. If you now type L, 
the whole line will be revealed 
like Fig 4d. 


(AS ~ you type 


Lo<- you type 
$2 (3+4+5)/3 
i 

Fig.4d 


The editor is driven the same as 
normal. To exicute this line, 
just hit RETURN. 


This function is very useful in 
other ways too. 


What the editor will edit de- 
pends on what was last contained 
in the BASIC line buffer. 


When you type in a command, this 
goes into the line buffer. 


But if you ask BASIC to list a 
line number, then that line goes 
into the line buffer. 


This is hugely valuable for 
modifing a BASIC program. Take 
Fig 4e & 4f for example. 


115¢CR) 
'15 ? "Rubber Buggy Bumpers.” 
list 
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15 ? "Rubber Buggy Bumpers.” 
20 2? Qe2 

30 ? "Rubber Buggy Bumpers." 
40 NEXT Q 

Ok 


Fig.4f 


If you were to do this example 
yourself, you would see the 
great use of being able to dup- 
licate a line throughout a pro- 
gram. If we were to now delete 
the line 30, we would have efe- 
ctivly MOVED line 30 to line 15 
with a minimum of typing. 


This is of course great for 
lines of program that are very 
similar to one another, such as 
is found in many mathamatical 





130 HEIGHT1=2*PI/(SIN(VAR1+PHASE (1) )+TAN(OR1 ) 
140 HEIGHT2=2*PI/(SIN(VAR2+PHASE (2) )+TAN(OR2) 


aplications. (See Fig.4g) 
with the results. 


You will see that each line is 
very nearly the same as the one 
above. This block of code was 
very easily created using the “A 
key sequance. 


Another use of this is while the 
program is running. 


Consider the program in Fig 4h. 


You would answer the first ques- 
tion like this:- 


Enter your name in full ? 
Graham Edward EPPS 


The computer would ask the next 


150 HEIGHT3=24PI/(SIN(VAR3+PHASE (3) )+TAN(OR3) 
160 HEIGHT4=2*PI/(SIN(VAR4+PHASE (4) )+TAN(OR4) 


Fig.4g 





The Australian College for Microcomputers 


Fig.4h 


Having trouble getting the best out of your OSBORNE 1 or EXECUTIVE ? 


Having trouble using WORDSTAR, SUPERCALC, GBASE 11 7 


DON'T WASTE YOUR TIME WITH TRIAL AND ERROR 
LEARN HOW TO USE THEM ALL PROPERLY IN COURSES 
DESIGNED TO GET THE MOST OUT OF YOU AND YOUR SYSTEM 


The AUSTRALIAN COLLEGE OF MICROCOMPUTERS is 


conducting courses on the OSBORNE 1 
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question but your answer is 
going to be very nearly the same 
as the previous thing you typed 
in. Instead of typing the same 
thing again, why not hit “A and 
edit the last line? 


For cases where the answer is 
exactly the same (such as both 
you and your brother's address) 
you have only to hit “A RETURN 
to repeat the previous entry. 


And so you can see that the 
control A key is VERY powerful 
and useful. Practace using it in 
MBASIC and you will be pleased 


P.S. Those who know about CP/M 


3.0 will recognise the similar- 
ity that “WU has to this command. 





10 INPUT "Enter your name in full "sFULLNAMES 
20 INPUT "Enter your brothers name in full";BROTHERNAMES 





INTRODUCTION TO THE OSBORNE & IT'S SOFTWARE ( 6 Hours) EVERY WEEK (Ring for times) 


(CP/M Utilities, Wordstar, 


ADVANCED WORDSTAR (Mailmerge,Lists Etc..) 


SUPERCALC & SUPERCALC? 


dBASE II (Not just an introduction) 


Supercalc) 


(18 Hours) SAT 31 March ( 6 Hours) 


SAT 7, 14 April (2 X 6 Hours) 


(9 Hours) THU 8, 15 & 22 MAR (3 X 3 Hours) 


(45 Hours) TUE 27 March on 


P.O. Box 481 Strathfield N.S\W. 2135 Telephone: '74 9870 


(All courses are a LOW, low $10.00 per hour with only 4 OR 6 in a class) 


Write to or call for more information on other courses. Eg. Touch Typing at only $ 7.00 per hour 
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OTHER GOODIES FROM YOUR AUSSHOP 
DX-85 DISK STROAGE BOXES 


* 


R.R.P. 
OUR PRICE 
R.R.P. 
OUR PRICE 
eRP 
OUR PRICE 


60.00 Per 10” 
40.00 per j0 
20.00 EACH 
13.00 EACH 


* 


VERBATIM DaTALIFE DISKS (Box oF 10) 


o* 


VERBATIM CLEANING DISK KIT 


- $ 
- $ 
- $ 
- $ 
: 3 
* VERBATIM CLEANING DISK REFILLS - R.R.P. $ 30.00 PER 10 
- OUR PRICE $ 24.00 Per 10 , 
* DISK 1D LABELS - R.R.P. $ 1.00 per 100 
(DOTS, SQUARES, OBLONGS, TABS) - OUR PRICE $ 1.50 PER 500 , 
* MAILING LABELS - R.R.P. $ 13.00 Per 1000 
Two uP) - OUR PRICE $ 9.00 Per 1000, 
* WORD PROCESSING PAPER - R.R.P. $ 15.00 PER 1000 
a4 - OUR ic $ 10.00 PER 1000 
* MONITOR ADAPTORS - R.R.P $ NOT AVAILABLE 
- OUR PRICE $ 10,00 EACH, 
* EPSOM MX70/80 RIBBONS - R.R.P. $ 12.00 EACH 
- OUR PRICE $ 10.00 EacH, 
* MONITOR STANDS - R.R.P. $ 45.00 EACH 
- OUR PRICE $ 31.00 EACH, 
* PINTER CON ee STANDS - R.R.P. $ 40.00 EACH 
(wiTHOUT BAC - OUR’PRICE $ 33:00 EACH, 
& BRINTER/ COMPUTER STANDS - R.R.P. $ 45.00 EACH 
(wiTH BACK) - OUR PRICE $ 35.00 EACH 
* T-SHIRTS - R.R.P. $ NOT AVAILABLE 
(BLUE OR WHITE - 8 To 24) - OUR PRICE $ 5.00 EACH, 
* SUPERCALC TOP POCKET MANUAL - R.R.P. $ 5.00 EACH” 
- OUR PRICE $ 4.50 EACH 


IF 
ITEM CE SHIPPING 
TECO TM-1265 (GREEN ; (9.000Ke 
TECO_TM-1266 (amBeER 4 (9.000ke 
ADMATE DP-80 00. (7.000Ke 
DX- STORAGE BOXES . (1.000ke 
SUPERCALC MANUAL (0.080ke 
DISK 1D LABELS 1.50 J] (0.500ke 


PLEASE USE YOUR AUSSHOP MAILER FOR OTHER PRODUCTS 
MEMBERSHIP No : WILL PICK-UP PLEASE : 
NAME : 

ADDRESS 








CITY : STATE : POSTCODE : 
TELEPHONE No :( ) ¢ ) 


PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED A CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER For $ AS FULL 
PAYMENT. My CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER 1S MADE OUT TO THE AUSBORNE UseR 
Group. | WILL NOT SEND CASH THROUGH THE POST. 





- R.R.P CiNCLUDED SALES TAX) CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINTING. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 





A NEW DAWN FOR OSBORNE 





With all the speculation in the air over the past six months, 





one 


wonders what the real truth would turn out to be. Here's a short note 
gleaned from the pages of several sources across Australia and the 


World. 


Early November 83 saw the first 
indication that all was not 
Tight in the computer world with 
the announcement that the 
Osborne Computer Corp. had filed 
for protection against it's cr- 
editors. 


With this news, shock waves were 
felt across the industry. How 
could the company that started 
the "Portable computer" boom be 
in such trouble. 


Osborne had, to that time sold 
some 100,000 units around the 
world and 6,000 in Australia. 


Most of the world wide dealer 
network reacted to this news by 
"dumping" Osborne and it's prod- 
ucts. The only real support for 
Osborne came fron User Groups 
and individual Osborne owners. 


With the crash in the price of 
the Executive here in Australia, 
users showed their support by 
buying what they knew to be the 
best deal in the world. 


Up to this time, they did not 
know this added interest and 
support was one of the very 
reasons Osborne is once again on 
the road to recovery. Neither 
did they know they have more 
than they bargained for; more on 
that later. 


Here in Australia, a group of 
believers (dealers) came toget- 
her to recover Osborne Aust. 


After much talk, dealing and 
negotiation, the Osborne Sales 
Centre rose from the ashes. 


Now stronger than ever, the 
Osborne Sales Centre is stabili- 
sing the industry. To quote one 
of the directors of the new 
company, "Osborne was the 'mid 
wife of the portable computer 
and now it's anchor on storm 
tossed waters! 


Head of the Osborne Sale Centre 
team is Mr Stanley Falinski. He 
was already committed to Osborne 
through his own marketing vent- 
ure, S.C.C. Computing. 


It was through his efforts and 
faith in Osborne that the 
Osborne Sales Centre (Aust) was 
formed. 


Mr Falinski then gathered to- 
gether a team of top business 
executives to run the new comp- 
any. 


These include Mr P. Osborne as 
National Accountant and Mr K 
Spencer-Salt as National Product 
Manager. 


Support has come from many corn- 
ers. The Marrickville Business 
College and the Australian Coll- 
ege of Micro Computers both use 
Osborne computers. Mrs Iriene 

Carthy, principal of the Marr- 
ickville College had this to 
SaYooe 


"When one is buying several 
computers, you are very con- 
scious of the cost, but it still 
must meet the basic requirements 
of providing effective education 
for my girls.... The price I 
Teceived was good but it has 
been excellent value in that I 
have not had to add anything to 
make the machine work. It came 
with all the programs the girls 
needed? 


The Australian College of Micro- 
computers use Osbornes for their 
many and varied courses, 


Dealers are returning to the 
fold at an ever increasing rate. 
While I was In at the Osborne 
Sales Centre several days ago 
there were numerous calls from 
dealers and others interested in 
retailing Osborne's full product 
range. 


A Management student and writer 
for several computer mags, Mr G. 
See Kee, and as you know one of 
your committee was quoted as 
sayingees. 


"It makes learning fun. The 
productivity gains have been 
great. It gives me that edge in 
assignment situations, especia- 
lly when time requirements are 
pressured, 


f 


“ SBORNE 


My choice of computer was vindi- 
cated because the School of 
Business & Administrative Stud- 
ies at the East Sydney Technical 
College have also selected 
Osborne computers for use by 
staff members? 


THE FUTURE 
In the next few months, Osborne 
(USA) will announce a number of 
changes to it's product line. 


The good news for Executive own- 
ers is the Executive up-grade 
package. For under $1000 this up 
grade will give executive owners 
MS/DOS capacity, full compatibi- 
lity with IBM software, and a 
new I8M style keyboard. 


Osborne (USA) have also announ- 
ced the Osborne "Vixen", half 
the size of the origional 
Osborne 1 with an Executive size 
monitor and drives. (Photo soon) 


The much rumored Osborne PC is 
on the way but not this side of 
christmas and not for the 
"hobby" user. (More on the PC in 
later issues) 


Qsborne (USA) have made some 
major structural and philosophy 
changes in the re-think. 


Gone is Osborne the manufacturer 
Osborne will now become what is 
realy was from the beginning, a 
"Marketing" company contracting 
to manufactures, better equipped 
to produce better computers and 
related hardware. 


There is now a profit sharing 
arrangement with workers on the 
Osborne team. There is support 
from the three major creditors 
(all banks - and you know how 
hard they can be) and there is 
still a strong public support 
for the company that opened the 
micro market to every day people 
from all walks of life. 


Osborne is on the way back. The 
promise is for a_ stronger, 
better equipped company able to 
not only rise from the ashes of 
near defeat, but once again lead 
the industry to new fields. 
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KAIB MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
P.O. Box 1235 
PARRAMATTA. NSW. 2150 


(02) 683 2443 





ART TRA WORDPROCESS I NG 
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‘ zs MAILING 
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WEST WORD 


WEST WORD 


NORTH ROKS.NSW.2151. 


Tl Woodbury Street, | 
Tele (02) 871 8853, 


71 oodbury Street, 
NORTH ROOS.3SW.2151. 
Tele (02) 871 8853. 





SUPER SPECIALS | [= 


[ FOR AUSBORNE MENBERS ONLY ] 








| vane | 





CONTROL DATA DISXEITE 


CONTROL DATA DISKETTES:~ 5.25" Soft sectored, single sided, Double density $ 23.10 per box (+ tax) PAPER in 2500 
‘Cad § 2.20 package & posting -3 or more boxes § 5.00 courier delivery) (ain 2500 sheets) 


PAPER:— 70GS1 watermrked wordarocessing paper, super fine, keen eige, Postage ($2.20 / $5.00) 
tractor feed, (‘min order 200 sheets ) $17.81 per 1000 sheets | tx 20% 


ToL 





22 


AUSBORNE User Group Newsletter 


Volume 1 Number 10 March 1984, 


FEISS ICI IOS AI ISI II ASI I TOI ISI ISI ISI IASI II ISI ISI SSIS SOI ISIS ISSA OS SIS SIS ESI SOSA SOTA SSSI SSIS OI AAS IN 


a es 


OPEN F tLe 


ee 


BEI CII SIO A SOI ITER IRS TIS IIA III AISI ISAS III IRIS ISSA ISS SOB IOI SSSI SSI ISOS SSSI ISS SEAS SSIS S SSS SESS I SI SS IAS. 


Dear Milton, 


It was nice having a chat to you 
a few weeks ago. I understand 
there are quite a few 01's up 
this end of the world, although 
I've only met one so far. My 01 
travels about 400 Kms each week 
on the back seat of my car. This 
includes 40 Kms of dirt road, 
including cattle grids and creek 
crossings. No disk alignment 
problems yet after 6 months ! 


The main business applications 
are Cash Flow Analysis and Ent- 
erprise Gross Margin Budgets for 
farmers. 


As promised,a few notes on 
things I've found or stumbled 
across. 


‘SUPERCALC 
Deleting Files 


When using the DELETE command 
for a F(ile) either the "FILE~ 
NAME" or "FILENAME.CAL" may be 
used. CPM wildcards cannot be 
used nor can more than one file 
at a time be deleted. 


Protect and Tab 


Very useful when people other 
than the author are entering 
data. It guides them through 
without corrupting your spread~ 
sheet. 


In essence all cells are 'pro-~ 
tected' other than data cells. 
TIP-Initialize all cells which 
you want to receive data input. 
ie. O in mumeric cells and a 
null string in other cells. 


Use "/GT" for Global Tab. By 
setting the Tab function on the 
worksheet the cursor will skip 
all protected and blank cells. 
Save the worksheet as is. 


Next time the worksheet is 
loaded it will automatically 
jump from one cell to the next 
only stopping where data has to 
be entered. 


Rounding Numbers 


When using the dollar ($) or 
Integer functions of Supercalcs 
Format command, columns or rows 
sometimes have addition errors 
due to rounding up or down. 


Try this formula in those cells 
where you require an accurate 
end result. 


If data in Al is expressed in $ 
format then in B1 enter (Repli- 
cate as necessary). 


INT(A1*100+0.5)/100 
Execute Command 


This very useful command is not 
documented in my own 01 Manual 
nor any others that I've seen. 
Being lazy and knowing that I 
can't do any better than the 
original authors I'm enclosing 
an article from Sorcims SUPER- 
NEWS, Issue No 2. 


For those who were lucky enough 
to get a copy of Supercalc2, it 
is very well documented in the 
manual. 


I've found in my SC VERS 1.12 
THAT EACH LINE IN THE .XQT FILE 
SHOULD NOT EXCEED 18 CHARACTERS 


If you are LOADING other files 
into your current spreadsheet, 
short field names are very han- 
dy. 


I recently noticed that Super- 
calc 3 has been released in the 
USA ( Almost the same day as I 
received my Suprealc 2), As it 
has graphic capabilities etc, it 


is no doubt chasing the Lotus 1- 
2-3 market and would probably 
need 192K, especially if it 
offers spooling facilities. In 
any event I am very pleased with 
Version 2 of Supercalc. 


HGBASE IT 


If using the PICTURE clause with 
§, SAY, GET commands data is not 
always entered correctly. If 
PICTURE is expressed as 
"g9999.99", the following occ- 
urred with me 


Input $23.45 $23.45 is READ 
Input $123.45 $123.40 is READ 
Input $1234.54 $1234.00 is READ 


I have stepped around the prob- 
lem by not using the PICTURE 
clause and doing the following 


STORE 0.00 TO MEMORY VARIABLE 
§ SAY GET READ MEMORY VARIABLE 
REPLACE field name with MEMORY 
VARIABLE 


I'd be interested to hear if 
anyone has a similar problem or 
suggestions to handle the prob- 
lem more efficiently. 





WAKING UP ? 





J.L. WILLSTEED, 
10 JARDINE STREET, 
KEDRON.QLD.4031 


29/12/83. 
Dear Ia n, 


Thank you for your prompt reply. 
Initial disk, some back issues 
of the newsletter and (the) 
promise(d) of reprints of earl- 
ier issues (were) received on 
(the) Friday before Christmas. 


But why did I not wake up that 


AUSBORNE User Group Newsletter 


this was a library disk and 
consequently single density 
(S.0.) ? 


I joyfully set to work to print 
out the library list only to 
find no further room on the 
disk. After a lot of rude words 
and reading back through copies 
of the newsletter I woke up to 
what I had done incorrectly and 
had my first experience of copy- 
ing a 5.D. to a double density 
(0.0.) disk. 


I made two copies and wiped 
(sorry-EDITED) the part I had 
already printed off one disk and 
then printed the last half of 
the library listing. 


Just as I finished the print out 
and was about to tear off the 
several metres of paper I notic- 
ed that the last line ended in a 


comma § 


Hello ! Hello ! Hello ! so I had 
a "Bo-Peep" at my screen and 
found two file numbers - .004 & 
.014 as the real last line. 


I woke up to what had happened. 
Once before I had loaded a dot 
command in line with the first 
line of my address - which of 
course had not printed. So I 
went back through the library 
list on the screen, and believe 
me I was nearly cross-eyed by 
the time I finished looking for 
periods (.) at the beginning of 
lines. I found the following:- 


(No guarantees I missed any) 
FOG/GAM.014 Second last line. 
FOG/HAK.006 Last line, 
FOG/UTL.019 Second last line. 
FOG/UTL.021 Last line. 
FOG/UTL.012 File missing. 


I don't know whether these matt- 
ers have been raised before and 
are the subject of review when a 
new batch of disks is to be run 
off, but I thought it best to 
let you know. 


As AUSMEM.OO1 & LIB.ACC are 
blank files it is assumed the 
first is for members names and 
addresses, ... 


{ EDITORS NOTE ] 
I got on to the groups disk lib- 


rarian as soon as I saw your no- 
te but he did not seem to know 


much about them. My self, I have 
an idea that may shed some light 
on the subject. 


If you look at the disk with a 
directory file that shows file 
size, you may find that both 
AUSMEM.001 & LIB.ACC both have 
zero K (0 k) assigned to them. 
If this is so then these are 
simply disk identification names 
for catalogue purposes. 





NEWS FROM CANBERRA 





[ EDITORS NOTE } 


Here are a few snippits from the 
COG (Canberra Osborne Group) 
News sheet for the month of Jan. 


* Geoff Cohen (R.C. Electronics) 
has advertised date utilities to 
run on his 800 k Osborne 1. 


{| Makes your mouth water - will 
try (again) to contact Geoff 
about his going's on for us poor 
fokes up here in Sydney ] 


* Dick Kulesz is intending to 
compile a list of software avai- 
lable on public domain B8S's. 


* Several training courses have 
been mooted, including dBASE IT 
& word processing. 


* A reminder that by presenting 
their news sheet to Magmedia 
(Canberra) would give them a 
very good discount on disks, 


[ We'll see what we can do about 
similar discounts from dealers 
in and about Sydney. Several are 
looking at the possibility of 
doing just that.] 








COLUMN MOVE FOR $ 6.00 7 
Not till hell freezes over } 





19 01 84, 
Roseville NSW 2069 


Dear Milton, 


I brought an Osborne 1 about 
four months ago and have been 
using it mainly as a word proc- 
essor with output to aC Itoh 
8510A printer. 


Having now become fairly used to 
Wordstar and a little less used 
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to Mailmerge, I find that I have 
been supplied with Version 2.26 
although a more recent one, 
Version 3.0 now exists. Accord- 
ing to A. Naiman's "Introduction 
to Wordstar? 3.0 introduces 
"horizontal scrolling, column 
moves and clearer menus! He 
further informs us that an up- 
date to 3.0 is available for "a 
nominal cost? 


This week (16-20/01/84) I asked 
Imagineering if they could ob- 
lige. They said they could.... 
but the cost would be $165.00 
(plus handling) ! ! This price 
does not strike me as being, in 
any way, nominal. 


I recently obtained a very use- 
ful program called "Sort" and 
another "WSPATCH.COM" (hich 
creates a very helpful blinking 
cursor) from the User Group 
Library. Each cost me only $6.00 
which is considerably more "nom- 
inal" than $165.00. 


[ EDITORS NOTE } 


I'm sorry to have to bring you 
the bad news, but ! 


Do you realise the amount of 
work, the hours and the program— 
ming costs involved in producing 
even an up-grade of any soft- 
ware, 


If all you want is colum move 
then heres the way I used to do 
it before I did the right thing. 
1. Format your text into the 
column width you require. 

2. Spell check the file before 
you do anything else, most spell 
checkers won't like checking 
columns since they treat each 
line as as a whole line, right 
across any number of columns, 

3. Set your page length and mark 
the beginning of the second page 
of your file. (*KB/*KK) 

4. Go to the top of the first 
Page, set the cursor to the 
position for your second column 
abd move the line. (“KV) 


That's the long way of doing an 
easy job. You see with Version 3 
or above this operation can be 
carried out in less that 10% of 
of the time the operation listed 
above. I know there are times 
when $165 is a lot of money, but 
when time's important there's no 
contest.Time is money.Save both. 
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If undeliverable: 

AUSBORNE USER GROUP 
P.0. BOX C530 

Clarence Street 

SYDNEY 2000 

REGISTERED BY AUSTRALIA POST 
PUBLICATION No. NBG 6201 


YOu THE KEY YOUR 
ARE TO YOUR BEST 
JUDGED SUCCESS MOVE 


by anything printed that has today is to maximise your advertising is a visit to HARTWORK. See 
your name upon it. It is part of budget AND its effectiveness. behind the scenes’ of advertising 
your advertising and image. HARTWORK can show you for yourself, the 1000's of 
Be it business card, letterhead, many ways of saving your money ideas and layouts in our library, 
ad, or brochure. It says a by using the highly effective to suit any budget 

about you. So, may we ‘Gang’ Mail System. So, talking 














suggest that you take a hard touscan SAVE YOUA BUNDLE. By coming to us 
look at your printed advertising, you can 
A\ [QP CUT OUT THE MIDDLEMAN. 
You can save money by HW i | WORK 
DEALING DIRECT. CENTRAL FREE PARKING. 


ARTWORK TYPESETTING PRINTING DIRECT MAIL SERVICES 


‘SEND THIS LABEL 
WITH ALL ENQUIRIES 
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